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are to be deplored on both sides, and it was quite impossible
for us to expect France to disarm unless we were prepared
to give her an out-and-out guarantee for at least ten years.
That we and our Dominions could not or would not do
so, is one of the tragedies that underlie the present position.

THE LEGACIES OF VERSAILLES

The framers of the world peace aimed at doing away with
war in the World, or at least in Europe. Long before the
termination of that drawn-out assembly in Paris, it must
have been borne in on them how futile was their task,
how little could they command the future or understand
the constituents of at any rate southern Europe. It may
even have been borne in on them that perhaps the Austrian
Empire was the only condition that squared the circle whose
sectors were so variant.

How every statesman must have cursed the egregious
Wilson and his dangerous if magnetic catchwords, his
fourteen points, and his self-determination, and all the
fissiparous tendencies that such ideas would call forth.
Even perhaps the President of the United States, the
Prince of Hot-air Merchants, realised before he had
finished that it was one thing to summon spirits from the
deep and quite another to put them back again.

They have succeeded between them in arousing an
intense spirit of nationality, when the converse was their
aim, so that every nation and people, to combat the lean
wolf hunger, are building round themselves customs walls
that none can climb, and glare across them at their neigh-
bours. We have the spectacle not only of each country
trying to be self-supporting, which may have its merits,
but of each and ail trying to sell to its neighbour without
buying, to acquire wealth thereby without earning it, to
export without importing, which is a physical impossi-
bility for long. In so doing are the germs laid of a war not